
From: Saint Patrick Religious Education [mailto:stpatreled@parishmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:22 AM 
To: Undisclosed-Recipient:; 

Subject: Homeschool Update 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
As you know, we set a deadline of November 15 for everyone to complete the first 5 Sessions (Unit 1) in your 
child’s book.  We hope you were all able to do this!  If not, please keep working on it. 
We set this deadline for two reasons. First, last year several parents indicated that periodic deadlines would 
helpful to them in structuring their schedule for completing lessons with their child.  We understand that kids, 
especially as they get older, often resist a parent’s attempts to teach them about the faith. I hope this is 
normal, because that’s what my kids do!  Sometimes, having a deadline imposed from outside (e.g., by us) 
takes pressure off of parents who are trying to motivate their child to complete the lessons. As I have said in 
discussions with several parents – we don’t mind being the bad cop!   
 
While we do not have any more specific due dates before 4/25 (when all the sessions are due), I would like to 
once again draw your attention to the Session log we handed out at the parent meeting. I hope you are using 
it to record the dates for when your child completes each lesson (more on that later). The Session log is 
designed to help you pace out the remaining lessons over the course of the year.  The left hand column is a 
calendar that provides the dates for when the different Catholic holiday seasons begin. For example, the 
Advent season begins this year on November 30th, the Christmas season starts on the 25th, etc.  FYI: The 
Christmas season doesn’t end for Catholics until January 11th :) 
 
If you take a look at the table of contents in your child’s book, you will see that the last session for each unit 
focuses on one of these seasons. I recommend that you try to pace yourself so that your child is ready to do 
the holiday session during the holiday season.  That way, if you find yourself doing the Christmas session 
during Lent & Holy Week, you’ll know that you are behind schedule. 
 
For example, if your child is in grades 1-6, you should try to complete the remaining units according to this 
schedule: 
 
Unit 2, Session 10 = Advent (Nov. 30th – Dec. 24th) 
Unit 3, Session 15 = Christmas, (Dec. 25th – Jan. 11th) 
Unit 4, Session 20 = Lent & Holy Week (Ash Wednesday, Feb. 28th – April 4th) 
Unit 5, Session 25 = Easter (April 5th – May 23rd) 
 
The topics for Grades 7 & 8 are slightly different, because Session 25 is Pentecost (May 24th). The focus, 
however, is still on the holiday seasons.  
 
The second reason why we asked everyone to complete the first unit by Nov. 15th was to test out how well 
emailing us the session review results was working. We have great faith in our parents, but little faith in new 
technology!  Last year, several parents reported that despite getting the message from the quizzes stating that 
the email was “sent successfully”, this was not always the case.  We tested out the quizzes and found that 
sometimes it worked fine, sometimes we would get 10 copies of the same results, and sometimes we’d get 
nothing.  We have been complaining to the publishers about this (i.e., Loyola Press), who say they are working 
on a fix – but so far there does not seem to be any logical pattern to the results we are receiving. 
  



Therefore, we would like to ask you to continue to complete the sessions with your child, do the quizzes, and 
email us the results just like we went over at the parent meeting. However, PLEASE be sure to write down the 
date when you completed the sessions with your child on the Session Log.  We will be using the Session Log 
that you hand in at the end of the year as the definitive record of the work your child has completed.  Finally, 
it is important that you keep trying to send us the emails, because that is the only way we can tell whether the 
publisher has fixed the problem. 
Thank you for your cooperation and please don’t hesitate to send us an email or stop by the office if you have 
any questions or concerns. 
 
Have a safe and happy Thanksgiving! 
Marina Memmo 
 


